
 
 
 
Conqueror - Un' Altra Verità [CD + DVD] 

 

Country of Origin: Italy 

Year of Release: 2015 

Time: CD 70:58, DVD 103 minutes 

Links:  Info 

 

Track List: 
Gina (11:13), Di Notte (7:25), False Idee (7:31), Un' Altra Realtà (6:29), Sigurtà (9:37), Pensieri Fragili (7:48), No 
Photo (6:44), La Strada del Graal (6:07), Cormorani (1:07), L'Ora del Parlare (6:58) 

Conqueror were founded by drummer Natale Russo in Sicily in 1994. The band have 

undergone quite a few changes in their line-up since then, especially on bass and 
guitar, with Russo being the only constant member. Simona Rigano on vocals and 

keyboards joined in 2002 and thus has been present for the band's entire recording 
history, which started in 2003 with the album Istinto.  

 
After five studio releases, one EP and participation in various compilations, the band 
decided that their music should appear on a live album and recorded/filmed a concert 

in the Teatro Communale in Giardini Naxos (not to be confused with the Greek island) 
on the occasion of their tour to promote the 2014 release Stems. The music on Un' 

Altra Verità consequently consists to a large extent of tracks from that album (the first 
five), plus songs from their previous records. Besides Russo and Rigano, the line-up is 
completed by Ture Pagano (guitars) and Peppe Papa (bass). The band's website, 

which is very informative, reveals that in the meantime, Papa has been replaced by 
Enzo Carinci - emphasising frequent line-up changes.  

 
Personally, I am not that much of a fan of live recordings - especially if the music is 
played note by note as on the studio albums, something that many bands, including 

Conqueror, do (with noteworthy exceptions, for exampleMade in Japan by Deep 
Purple).  

 
Consequently, I prefer listening to the studio recordings (often for better sound 
quality) or try to directly capture the live atmosphere by going to the concert itself 

(although that is sometimes not that easy if bands don't play in my area). On the 
other hand, a well-produced live album with a representative cross-section of a band's 

musical output is a good entry to their music without the necessity of trying out 
various albums. With respect to Un' Altra Verità, the latter argument certainly holds 
true.  

 
The sound quality on the CD is excellent and the DVD is filmed in HD using five 

different cameras. The CD rather sounds like it was recorded live in the studio 

http://www.conqueror.it/


(comparable to what Museo Rosenbach recently did with its classicZarathustra, 

coincidently, their music being somewhat similar in style). Thus, interactions with and 
reactions by the audience play a minor role, only being heard at the beginning and the 

end of each track, and the audience not being shown at all on the DVD.  
 
The music is Italian symphonic progressive rock at its best. It is not overly complex, 

but varied enough to discover new aspects upon repetitive listening. The prevailing 
mood is a bit melancholic, with an emphasis on catchy melodies. This makes 

Conqueror's music very accessible. Intense keyboard passages nicely alternate with 
melodic guitar solos, and dreamy piano lines with rocky guitars.  
 

Rigano's keyboards are omnipresent, but leave enough space for the guitar and also 
the bass to play their distinctive roles. Her voice is warm and mellow, and her 

versatile keyboard playing is never at the expense of her vocal performance (and vice 
versa). Musically, I hear some similarities to fellow Italian bands such as The 
Watch,La Maschera di Cera, Il Tempio delle Clessidre, and also to some extent 

to Banco (the music of which, however, I feel is more complex). Looking outside 
Italy, some of the melodies and especially the interplay between keyboards and bass 

remind me of the early work of Stern Combo Meissen. None of these bands having 
a female singer, though, making Conqueror's music unique in this respect. None of 

the 10 tracks (plus the additional one included on the DVD) falls off, the band is able 
to keep an even degree of high quality throughout the entire album. I particularly 
enjoyed False Idee because of its catchy refrain, Sigurta for its variety, and Pensieiri 

Fragili and the short Cormorani, because of their beautiful piano melodies.  
 

The CD and DVD come in a nice digipack. The DVD also has excellent sound quality 
and captures the concentration and the devotion of the band to their music. There is 
no emphasis on gallery play, the stage decoration and the whole show being quite 

spartan. The DVD contains the entire CD, one additional track Echi di Verità (no idea 
why it is left off the CD) plus interviews with some of the band members as bonus 

material for a total time of approximately 103 minutes.  
 
With this CD, one has different options: you are a big fan of the band in search of 

each of their releases, and like the music of the other references mentioned above: 
buy! You have their other CDs and expect new songs or new arrangements of existing 

ones: no definite need to own this album. You are into Rock Progressivo Italiano but 
haven't heard about Conqueror, would like to discover their music and are looking for 
a sort of 'best of' with excellent sound quality, maybe as a teaser for listening to their 

other albums: buy! I belong to the latter group, my appetite is whetted and I look 
forward to getting my hands on some of their previous albums. 
 
Conclusion: 
Thomas Otten:  

8 out of 10 – 24/10 / 2015 
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